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‘Human Nature - Two Scenarios’  
Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship 

January 30, 2022 at 10am 
 

 
 
Prelude – ‘May You Be Rooted and Grounded’ (VT 396) – Ruth Enns 

 
1. Welcome 

 
2. Journey Call to Worship 

God of the open road, 
God of the twisting path, 
God of the narrow and upward way, 
your people are gathered for worship! 

In this hour, give us provision for the journey, 
courage and faith and compassion, 
and endurance to face any hardship. 
Open our eyes to see you walking beside us, 
protecting us, encouraging us, loving us. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, 
who moves us, Amen     - Carol Penner  
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3. Opening Song – ‘All People that on earth do dwell’ (HWB 42) 
 

4. Scripture - Travis 
 

Jeremiah 17:5-9 (NRSV)  
 

5 Thus says the LORD: 
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
    and make mere flesh their strength, 
    whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 
6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the 
wilderness,     in an uninhabited salt land. 
7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 
    whose trust is the LORD. 

8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
    sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 
    and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
    and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
9 The heart is devious above all else; 
    it is perverse —     who can understand it? 
 

Scripture – Evan 
 

Romans 7:14-25 (NRSV) - The Inner Conflict 
 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I 

am of the flesh, sold into slavery under 

sin.[a] 15 I do not understand my own actions. 

For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, 

I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is 

no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 

within me. 18 For I know that nothing good 

dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can 

will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I 

do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 

not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do 

not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 

that dwells within me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to 

do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For 

I delight in the law of God in my inmost 

self, 23 but I see in my members another law at 

war with the law of my mind, making me 

captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who 

will rescue me from this body of 

death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law 

of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the 

law of sin. 

 
 

5. Song – ‘Abide with me’ (HWB 653)  
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6. Scripture - Catherine 

Psalm 71 (NRSV) - Prayer for Lifelong Protection and Help  

1 In you, O LORD, I take refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame. 
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue 
me; 
    incline your ear to me and save me. 
3 Be to me a rock of refuge, 
    a strong fortress,[a] to save me, 
    for you are my rock and my fortress. 
4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the 
wicked, 
    from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
    my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 
6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth; 
    it was you who took me from my mother’s 
womb. 
My praise is continually of you. 
7 I have been like a portent to many, 
    but you are my strong refuge. 
You who have done great things, 
    O God, who is like you? 
8 My mouth is filled with your praise, 
    and with your glory all day long. 
9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; 
    do not forsake me when my strength is 
spent. 
10 For my enemies speak concerning me, 
    and those who watch for my life consult 
together. 
11 They say, “Pursue and seize that person 
    whom God has forsaken, 
    for there is no one to deliver.” 
12 O God, do not be far from me; 
    O my God, make haste to help me! 
13 Let my accusers be put to shame and 
consumed; 
    let those who seek to hurt me 
    be covered with scorn and disgrace. 

14 But I will hope continually, 
    and will praise you yet more and more. 
15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, 
    of your deeds of salvation all day long, 
    though their number is past my knowledge.
16 I will come praising the mighty deeds of the 
Lord GOD, 
    I will praise your righteousness, yours 
alone. 
17 O God, from my youth you have taught me,
    and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
18 So even to old age and gray hairs, 
    O God, do not forsake me, 
until I proclaim your might 
    to all the generations to come.[b] 
Your power 19 and your righteousness, O God,
    reach the high heavens. 
20 You who have made me see many troubles 
and calamities 
    will revive me again; 
from the depths of the earth 
    you will bring me up again. 
21 You will increase my honor, 
    and comfort me once again. 
22 I will also praise you with the harp 
    for your faithfulness, O my God; 
I will sing praises to you with the lyre, 
    O Holy One of Israel. 
23 My lips will shout for joy 
    when I sing praises to you; 
    my soul also, which you have rescued. 
24 All day long my tongue will talk of your 
righteous help, 
for those who tried to do me harm 
    have been put to shame, and disgraced. 



4 
 

 

 
7. Song and Offering - ‘When in the hour of deepest need’ (HWB 131) 

 
8. Message - ‘Human Nature - Two Scenarios’ – Paul Thiessen 

 
9. Joys and Concerns 

 
10. Announcements 

 
11. Closing Song - Praise God from whom (HWB 118)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


